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Ustad Sultan Khan
Rare Elements

The remix of PAID IN FULL by Eric B and Rakim changed the world of hip hop,
electronic music and turntablism. A sample from Israeli singer Ofra Haza
inspired crate diggers to search for interesting samples from otherwise
unknown foreign artists. This quickly led to labels that blended electronica
and world music, e.g., Six Degrees and Bar de Lune. 5 Points Records is the
next step in the progression. RARE ELEMENTS skillfully matches talented
musicians with great producers/remixers/DJs. The music of India’s

Ustad Sultan Khan, a master sarangi player, is the focus of the focus of the
first installment — and he is an excellent choice. Khan’s voice and the unigue
sound of the sarangi provides incredible fodder for a roster of A-list
producers/remixers, including Thievery Corporation, Nickodemus & Osiris,
and Joe Claussell. The music is multi-layered and lush, going from mellow,
from chill grooves (JANA) to dancing-at-the-edge-of-the-Apocalypse house
rockers (MAULA). An excellent collection of very cosmopolitan electronica
that you're sure to hear at a chillout room near you.

—Vince Villalobos
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